
1

High Peak Borough Council

CLIMATE CHANGE WORKING GROUP (HPBC)

Meeting: Tuesday, 19 January 2021 at 6.30 pm in Virtual Meeting

Present: Councillor 

Councillors T Ashton, A Barrow, J Collins, C Farrell, L Grooby, M Hall, 
I Huddlestone, D Lomax, A McKeown, G Oakley, K Thomson, E Thrane and 
J Todd

Councillor  was also in attendance

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S Thomson

26 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
(Agenda Item 3)

The following comments were made in terms of future meetings:
 copies of the presentations to be circulated rather than summarised 

in the minutes.

 Future agendas to include an item to report back on actions taken 
since the last meeting.

 Time after each presentation for discussion with presenters about 
actions the council can take

 An item to be placed on the website to set out what the council has 
done, is doing and will do around climate change

 Request for a presentation from the Head of Development Services 
around planning issues, including affordable housing and improving 
energy efficiency ratings

RESOLVED:

1. The minutes of the meeting held on 17 December 2020 be approved 
as a correct record;

2. That the above matters be actioned in terms of future meetings.

27 THEME - HOUSING AND DOMESTIC BUILDINGS
(Agenda Item 4)

Asset Management – Status of the HRA Stock
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The Head of Assets made a presentation to the working group around the 
status of the HRA stock , and provided information around the housing stock 
type and SAP values, the current regulations the council woks to, the 
current capital programme, the challenges and the future.  A copy of the 
presentation is attached.  

It was queried whether In addition to further work required around the 
Decent Homes Standard, whether any work been done to identify the cost of 
making each house carbon neutral, and suggested that if not, this should be 
done as quickly as possible so that the cost implications could be identified. 
Members were advised that an action point for this year is to engage 
experts in this field to undertake this area of work.

Information around what action the council could take in terms of supporting 
the tenants of private landlords was sought.  It was confirmed that engaging 
with others in terms of housing would be included within the climate change 
action plan.
In response to a query around windows and doors, it was confirmed that a 
windows and door replacement programme was being undertaken at the 
moment and will be brought up to modern double glazed standards.

High Peak Green Network

Professor Michael Corcoran, Dr Stephen Platt and Zee-Zee Heine made 
presentations to the working group around the challenges and opportunities 
presented by decarbonising housing   (copies attached).  Dr Platt presented 
the outcome of a survey undertaken in Hope Valley around home energy 
efficiency measures. Professor Corcoran outlined the context of achieving 
net zero carbon emissions, including the reuse of buildings rather than re-
building and the use of electricity within homes rather than gas and other 
initiatives such as hydro schemes. Zee Zee Heine presented challenges 
related to retrofitting the council’s own housing stock.

With reference to retrofitting, it was confirmed that some of the options 
outlined around offering services to owner occupiers and private landlords 
were already undertaken where applicable.  The biggest challenge was the 
identification of contractors with the right skills to undertaken the work and 
the importance of procurement options was stressed.   The view was 
expressed the upgrading of houses should be done type by type rather than 
on a piece meal basis.

The Chair thanked the presenters for their presentations and contributions 
to the meeting.

28 ACTION PLAN - VERBAL UPDATE
(Agenda Item 5)

Members requested sight of the draft action plan at the next meeting of the 
working group.  It was specifically requested that investments be added to 
the action plan.

RESOLVED:
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That the Action Plan be submitted to the next meeting of the working group.

29 SUGGESTED DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
(Agenda Item 6)

It was requested that the Head of Development Services be requested to 
attend the next meeting to provide an update around planning issues, 
particularly around environmental considerations in planning applications for 
new housing, any opportunities around putting constraints on any new 
builds for affordable housing and progress towards the future homes 
standard.

RESOLVED:

That the dates and themes of future meetings be as follows:

25 February – Planning
18 March – Commercial Buildings and Industry
22 April – Agriculture and Land Use
20 May – Waste
Date TBC – Energy Supply

The meeting concluded at 8.28 pm
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